The social studies curriculum for sixth grade introduces students to the study of the world's ancient civilizations. In addition to opportunities for content-area integration, the global nature of the ancient civilizations curriculum affords students the chance to explore the development of many diverse cultures. By exploring how ancient people lived day-to-day, governed themselves and solved problems related to environmental and other issues, students begin to see how the past informs our current way of life.
Pacing Guide
CSSF1.3 -Grade 6: demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in world history. CSSF1.5 -Grade 6: describe the interaction of humans and the environment. CSSF2.2 -Grade 6: interpret information from a variety of primary and secondary sources. CSSF3.3 -Grade 6: apply appropriate historical, geographic, political, economic and cultural concepts and methods in proposing and evaluating solutions to contemporary problems.
Unit Objectives
Students will be able to:
• explore cultural links between the past and present; for example, daily life, the family, the arts, government, technology and the environment and the historian's use of oral traditions and primary sources.
• explore archeological evidence of human ancestors (hominids).
• investigate the characteristics of huntergatherer societies --tools, burial sites, cave art -and the historian's use of artifacts.
• explain the emergence of agriculture and its impact on human societies -food surplus, division of labor, beginnings of towns and cities, trade.
• identify the technological and social advancements that gave rise to civilizations -stable food supply, specialized labor, government, social levels and highly developed culture.
Essential Question
• How did geography affect early human ancestors?
Focus Questions
• How do we connect to the past?
• What are the elements of culture?
• CSSF1.13 -Grade 6: compare similarities and differences of cultural groups in different regions of the world. CSSF2.3 -Grade 6: compose an expository essay using evidence to describe a social studies event or issue.
Unit Objectives
• explore the development of the Indus Valley civilizations, the impact of geography and the influence of the Aryan arrival, for example, caste system, nature in religion.
• identify the key components of the major religions of Buddhism and Hinduism.
• describe the development of early civilizations and dynasties in China, and the role played by geography that divided and isolated people.
• examine the teachings of Confucius with respect to the political and social problems in China, respect for parents, good government. 
Essential Question

Unit Objectives
• explain the development of city-states in ancient Greece and differentiate forms of Greek government from kingship to democracy.
• compare and contrast the city-states of Sparta and Athens.
• describe the impact of Greek culture and its relevance today, for example, mythology, fables, dramas, architecture, philosophy, sculpture, the Olympics and mathematics.
• explore the conflicts of the Greek civilization --Persian wars, Peloponnesian War, Alexander the Great and the spread of Hellenistic culture.
Essential Question
• How did Greek thinking and culture impact the ancient world and our world today? 
Focus Questions
